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I could desire, in a house lie had taken on purpose, all the time the Court remained there, which was very near one month. The Queen arrived the 14th, and after his Majesty's arrival and the consummation of the marriage performed by the Bishop of London, the rest of their stay was passed in feasting, balls, and all sorts of diversions. All this time it was very discernible that the King was not much enamoured of his bride. She was very little, not handsome (though her face was indifferent), and her education so different from his, being most of her time brought up in a monastery, that she had nothing visible about her capable to make the King forget his inclination to the Countess of Castlemaine (since Duchess of Cleveland), by whom the King had had a child and had afterwards many more, and who was then the finest woman of her age. It was suspected that my Lord Chancellor Hyde, afterwards Lord Clarendon, the great Minister of State at that time, that made the match, was no stranger to the Queen's defects, and to one more, which was that she had a complaint upon her that made her unlikely (if not incapable) to have issue; and that he did it rather for this, that so in probability the crown might descend to the Duke of York, who was contracted, if not then married, to his daughter.
This summer I came into Yorkshire, and was at Thry-bergh, where my mother and her husband, Mr. Moyser, as yet did continue, till July, when I went to Scarborough Spa. There were many persons of quality that went that summer for their health or their diversion; there was amongst others a lord that had a fine woman to his wife (a relation of mine). The lord, after a short stay, was for going away with his lady, who told me she had a mind to stay a little longer. I endeavoured to persuade his lordship to it, but could not prevail; but finding he had a friend with him who had much power to persuade him, I went and told him that except my lord stayed some few